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Parodies of Set Phrases

TOYODA, Kazuo

Introduction

This is a collection of parodies of set phrases. The set phrases in this paper include quotations,

catchphrases, abbreviations, clichés, idioms, and so forth. Clichés usually include proverbs, but they

are excluded here, because the present writer has already published Punctionary, which is a coined

word meaning a dictionary of puns, and in it about [TT] proverbs that are “punned” have been taken

up. This is a trial to illustrate how set phrases are parodied, twisted, or punned.
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O “set phrase” O The New Oxford Dictionary
of Engish0 CIDED OO ODOODOO

Oan unvarying phrase having a specific
meaning, such as ‘raining cats and dogs’, or
being the only context in which a word ap-
pears, for example ‘amends’ in ‘make

amends’
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O4diom” OODOOO0OODOOOOO

Oa group of words established by usage as
having a meaning not deductible from those
of the individual words e.g. over the moon,
see the light(T]
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O%“liche” 000000

0 a phrase or opinion that is overused and
betrays the lack of original thought.
oooo

O Betty KirpatricK1[TTT10] Dictionary of Cliché
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do0oo0oomMobooooboooooo
goooooodddddoooooogo
oooo

O similed 0 O 0 000 O cool as a
cucumber, like peas in a pod 00O 0O

MWkiEDforeign0 00000000000
goodd
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gdddoooooooooooooo
goodooooo

GIHO quotation0 000000000000
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Z#i4J[0J doublet[ safe and sound 0 0 0 0O
godddooooogo
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tunnel 0 O O
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A
Abominable SnowmanOJ 0 0000000
00000 abominabled 00000000
0000000 yetid =little manlike animall(T]

000 Dreadful actor: an abominable showman.
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000 Howard E Fritfiths says that a Russian
diplomat is an abominable no-man.
Alcoholics Anonymous (AA)I O M O0O0O
Oo0oooooooooomoooooo
oooooobooond
000 The trouble with a small town’s alcohol-
ics is that they are not anonymous.

Adam and Eve0 OO0 OO0 O0O0OO0OOOO
g

000 What Adam and Eve started, atom and
evil may end.
much ado about nothing [ [ O (117 Shake-
speare O O O Much Ado About Nothing 0 O O
ool

000 Hay fever is much achoo about nothing.
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Addressd0 00 000
gpooooooddddooooooogo
gooodoooooo

000 The last one on record is 111 Main
Street.

000 A reckless speeder was hauled before
a judge in Los Angeles, Calf., traffic court.
The judge delivered quite a sermon, but
the offending lady driver was neither im-
pressed nor chastened.
0 “Aren’t you the

”

eloquent one,” she
sneered. “I'll bet you can recite Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address by heart, too.”

O0“Tm proud to say I can,” admitted the
judge. “And I hereby fine you four-score
and seven bucks.”

O cf. Four score and seven years agol[T1]
0oobooboobobooooom

O “Four score and seven years ago our father
brought forth on this continent a new na-
tion, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to
the proposition that all men are created
equal....”

act one’s age 0000000

000 My parents are having an age problem.

He won’t act his and she won’t tell hers.
000 Human intelligence is millions of years
old, but it doesn’t seem to act its age.
After youO OO OO OO

a00o “After you,” as the glass of water said
to the pill. (Evan Esar)

in the air0 0000000000

OCA radical is a man with both feet firmly
planted in the air. (K D. Roosevelt)

with open arms0 0 0000000000
good

000 They are so friendly in Las Vegas,
they welcome you with open palms.

art for art’s sakel 00000000000
good

000 Art for art’s sake makes no more
sense than gin for gin’s sake. (W. Somerset
Maugham)

The ayes[noes] have it.J 00000000
oo0Mmooooom

OO0 A cold is both positive and negative;
sometimes Eyes have it and sometimes the
Nose. (Phelps)

B
behind ‘*~’s back ..0 000000 ..00
g
00 A friend is a person who goes around
saying nice things about you behind your
back.
beauty spotU 0 0 0000000 OOOOO
ggo
OO0 A woman went to the doctor’s clutch-
ing the side of her face.
0 “What seems to be the problem?” asked
the doctor.
0 “Well,” said the woman, removing her
hand, “it’s this pimple on my cheek.
There’s a small tree growing from it, and a

table and chairs, and a picnic basket. What
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on earth can it be?”

0 “It’s nothing to worry about,” said the

doctor. “It’s only a beauty spot.”

get out of bed on the wrong side=get

up on the wrong side of the bed] 0 00O

odooooooobooombooooono

gpoooooodddddoooooogo

gooooomd

000 Lodger: TI'd like to complain about the

facilities in this hotel—they’re practically

non-existent.

O Landlady: Well, well. Who got up on the

wrong side of the floor this morning?

000 Letter from soldier overseas: “If 1 sound

blue, it isn’t that I got up on the wrong

side of the bed. It’s that I got up on the

wrong side of the world.

make althe] bed0 OO0 D0OO0OO0OO0OOODODO

goooooog

000 A man checked in to a run-down hotel.
“The room 1is [I1 dollars a night,” said

the manager. “It’s eight dollars if you make

your own bed.”

0 “OK, I'll make my own bed.”

0 “Right, I'll get you some nails and wood.”

the beginning of the end0 0000000

oooooobooooooOod

000 To a woman the first kiss is just the

end of the beginning; to a man it is the be-

ginning of the end. [0 Helen Rowland(]

hit below the bet DO OO0 0000 OO

[oobOhoooooooooOoooooaoo

ood

0001 can stand brute force, but brute rea-

son is quite unbearable. There is something

unfair about its use. It is hitting below the

intellect. (Oscar Wilde)

for better (or) for worseOD O OO OO OO

gpoooooodddddoooooooo

000 We married for better or worse, but

not for good.

000 You've got to feel sorry for him. He
took her for better or for worse and she
took him for everything.

cf. The Book of Common Prayei1 0 00 00O
gddooooooooooo
0 “To have and to hold from this day for-
ward, for better, for worse, for richer, poorer,
in sickness, and in health, to love and to
cherish, till death do us part.”
[MooooooooooboboooOoooobo
Jdoddddoooooooooooooo
Jdoddddoooooooooooooo
godddoooogooo
(God) Bless you!ll OO0 O OO0 OOOOnO
godddoooooooooooooo
godddoooooooooooooo
oobooooooOd

000 What  do
sneezes? [0 Henny Youngman(]
take *-*’s breath awayl .0 000000
g

000 Reducing salon: where they take your

people say when God

breadth away.
Et, tu, Brute!DO O O O 00O O O O
(1 ‘and you Brutus’ O 0 O O O O O OOShake-
speare [ Julius Caesar 00000 .0000O
goddddoooooooooooooo
oooDooooooooooomm

000 How is it that Julius Caesar, the Ro-
man Conqueror, was Kkilled?

0 Because he called a man a brute.

Ocf. rute 000000 OO0OO0OOO O
000 When  Brutus

many hotdogs did you eat at the Forum to-

asked Caesar, “How

day?” what did Caesar answer?

0 “Et tu, Brute.”

Ocf. ForumMOO00000000OO

0 Ate two, Brute. 00000

a bull in a china shoplI 0 OO 00 O0O
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gooooboboobooobooboo
goooooooood

000 Robert Muldoon is a bull who carries
his own china shop with him. (Inder Jit)
Mind your own business!D 0 0O O 0O 0O O
dO0nooooooooobooooom
000 There are two reasons why some peo-
ple don’t mind their own business: (J) no
mind; (0) no business.

000 Gold digger: a girl who mines her own
business.

Ocf. minds < mines J 000

a bus stop0 000

000 Brassiere: a bust stop. (Bob Levinson)
get down to businessU O 0 OO0 O00O0O
gpoooood

000 “I'm  getting down to business,” as the
miner said when he was lowered into the
pit. (Evan Esar)

C
raise Cain0 0000000
000 No marriage is perfect: even Adam and
Eve raised Cain.
000 In Cuba they raise cane to make rum,
and drink rum to raise Cain.
Canada Dry0 000 OO0OMOO0OOOO
goooddoooooom
0J001 saw a notice which said “Drink Can-
ada Dry” and I've just started.
burn the candle at both ends00 O O O
gooooopoooooobobboobooo
dDoO0o0oOoooooobooooooOd
000 John Boland, speaking of a friend, says,
“He’s terribly frank—burns the candor at
both ends.”
Ocf. candor <= candle 0O OO
build castles in the air0 00000000
gooodoooogoooo
000 Neurotics build castles in the air. Psy-

chotics live in them, and psychiatrists col-
lect the rent.

000 Castles in the air cost a vast deal to
keep up. (Baron Lytton)

000 Yes, modern women still build castles
in the air, but nowadays they are supplied
with things like automatic heating, TV, elec-
tric washers and dryers, and electronic ov-
ens.

let the cat out of the bagd O OO 00O
Jooodoooobooboooooooooa
gooom

000 Gossip—Letting the chat out of the bag.
The prices are subject to change with-
out prior notice. ] 0000 00OO0OOODO
goooooooo

000 All babies are subject to change with-
out notice.

O cf. change the babyD O OO OO0 OO0 OO
checks and balances[ 00 [ O00000O
000 Banking is just like our government—a
system of checks and balances. If you want
to cash a check, you have to have a balance.
000 The nation is still based on a system
of checks and balances. She writes the
checks, and he tries to figure out the bal-

ances.

keep one’s chin up0 0000000000
g

000 “Doctor, I think I've broken my neck.”
O “Really? Well, keep your chin up!”

up to one’s chinO 0000 00000OMMO
good

000 Violinist: a fellow who is always up to
his chin in music.

Hobson’s choice0 00000000000
0Moooooooooooooooobo
00000000000 0000 Thomas
Hobson 0O 00O O

000 Hobson’s  choice: Mrs. Hobson. (Leo
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Rosten)
the chosen peoplel 0 00O OO0OOO
gooooond

000 Eskimo: God’s frozen people.
for Christ’s sakeD 0 0 OO0 OO0 00O
dDoodoooooooooom
000 Ballparks are religious places. I keep
hearing, “Sit down, for Christ’s sake!”

The coast is clearJ 0000000000
goooooooooooond

000 My neighbour must think I'm in the
coastguard. Every few days he phones my
wife to ask if the coast is clear.
from coast to coastJ] 0000000000
goooooooogoood
000 Thanks to the Interstate Highway Sys-
tem, it is now possible to travel from coast
to coast without seeing anything.
the cold shoulderD 00 O O O O0OO O
Oo0DoOo00oooooooooooooaon
0om
000 What did the cannibal get when he
was late for dinner?

The cold shoulder.
the Ten CommandmentsD] 0000000

000 I've joined a new church. It’s very lib-
eral. They've whittled it down to five com-
mandments and five suggestions.

000 Say what you will about the Ten Com-
mandments, you must always come back to
the pleasant fact that there are only ten of
them. (H. L. Mencken)

000 The Eleventh Commandment: Thou
shalt not be found out. (George Whyte-Mel-
vill)
Oef0000O00ODO0ODOODOODOODOOOO
oog
O000You shall have no other gods before

me.

O000You shall not make for yourself a

graven image...

000 You shall not take the name of the
Lord your God in vain...

0 0O O Remember the sabbath day, to keep
it holy...

0 0O O Honor your father and your mother...

0O 00 You shall not kill.

00O O You shall not commit adultery.

0 00 You shall not steal.

O0O0You shall not bear false witness
against your neighbor.

000 You shall not covet your neighbor’s
house, you shall not covet your
neighbor’s wife.J ExodudT]: 04110

inferiority complex( [0 O O

000 A person who always butts in has an
infuriating complex.

in conclusion] O 000000000000

gooood

000 Beware of the conversationalist who
adds ‘in conclusion’. He is merely starting
afresh. (Robert Morley)

for conscience’ sake 000000000

ad

000 Men never do evil so fully and so hap-
pily as when they do it for conscience’s
sake. (Pascal)

at ...’s earliest convenienceJ J O O 0O O

god

000 Pawnbroker’s sign: “See me at your
earliest inconvenience.”

a far cry (from...)(0 ..000000000O

goodoooood

000 Although it is a far cry from there to
here, he laughed all the way. (Arthur Baer)

D
callitadayd OO OO OO D0ODOImAO0O
gdooddoooad
000 God was talking to one of his angels.
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He said: “I've just created a [TJ-hour period
of alternating light and darkness on Earth.”
0 The angel said: “What are you going to
do now?”
0 And God replied: “I think T'll call it a
day.”
have seen better days0 0 0000000
goooooooood
000 A beggar says to a man, “I've seen bet-
ter days.”
0 The man answers, “I haven’'t got time to
talk about the weather.”
000 Anecdote: a joke that has seen better
days.
agood dealD OO ODOODOO
000 Bridge is a game in which a good deal
depends upon a good deal.
Ocf. dedlDODOODOODOODOODOODO
deep downO OO0 OO OO0OO0O
000 When lawyers die, why are they buried
in holes [1] feet deep?

Because deep down, they're nice guys.
play the devil with...0 ..000000O
000 Bierce, Ambrose: a wit who played the
devil with the dictionary.
Ocf. OO0 O The Devil’s Dictionary11 O 0O O
oomoooo
keep a diaryD 00 OO O4dOd
000 Everyone should keep someone else’s
diary. (Wilde)
in all directions0 00000
000 He flung himself upon his horse and
rode madly off in all directions.
Ocf. 0O0ODOOODOODOODOOOODOODOO
00 Irish Bul OO OO
adog’s life0 00 ODOOO0O
000 Husbands complain of a dog’s life, but
dogs have no wife.
Down UnderD0 00000 O0O0ODOOOO
goooooboooooor

000 Do people in Australia call the rest of
the world “Up Over”?

reckless drivingd 0 0 00O

000 Many a taxpayer feels that he is being
fined for reckless thriving.

a drop in the ocean [bucket]0 O O O O
goddddoooooo

000 “Johnny and I were playing on the pier
when one of the planks broke and he fell
in.”

O Mother: That’s terrible! Is he all right?

O Johnny: Oh, yes. It was only a drop in
the ocean.

000 In national affairs a million is only a
drop in the budget.dJ Burton Rascoel]

a dual personality] 0 0 00O

000 One girl told her chum, “My boy
friend has a dual personality—sometimes

he’s a lot of fun, other times he’s broke.”

E

go in one ear and out the other( O O O
godddooooooooooooooo
gd
000 Gossip is what goes in one ear and in
another.

000 Fad—Something that goes in one era
and out the other.

000 Calendar—Something that goes in one
year and out the other.

000 Anything you tell a woman usually
goes in one ear and out to the neighbors.
an early birdd OO O OOO0OO0OOOOO
gooooooogo

000 Our idea of an early bird is one who
gets up to serve his wife breakfast in bed.
Ocf. The early bird catches the worm.

Modoobdoooooooooo
a life of easel 00000

00O A life of ease is a difficult pursuit. (W.
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Cowper)

make (both) ends meet0 00000000
gooooooogo

000 At today’s prices you can hardly make
one end meet.

000 The people who are most likely to
make ends meet are those on a crowded
dance floor.

000 Just about the time you think you can
make both ends meet, somebody moves the
ends.

000 From the time an infant tries to get
his toes into his mouth, life's a continual
struggle to make both ends meet.

narrow escape] J 0000 OOOODOO
oooo

000 Did you hear about a young lady who
planned an Announcement Party, but when
the engagement was broken, she went
ahead and had a Narrow Escape Party?

a necessary evillOOOOOOOOOOO
g

000 Optimism: The world is the best of all
possible worlds, and everything in it a nec-
essary evil. (E H. Bradley)

00O A critic is a necessary evil, and criti-
cism is an evil necessity. (C. Wells)

OO0 A necessary evil is one we like so
much we don't care to abolish it.

learn from experience] 000000

000 We learn from experience that men
never learn anything from experience. (G.B.
Shaw)

F
face to face (with...)O ..0000000O
ogooo
000 As the Irish beggar said with feeling:
[0 “Spare a copper, sir, I am face to face

with an empty stomach.”

make faces0 0 0000000000000
goooooo
000 An actor is a man who make faces for
a living.
000 She herself makes her own faces, and
each morning wears a new one.
(W. Congreve)
the facts of life ] D OO0 OO0 ODOOOOO
gooood
000 Father: 1 think it's about time we
talked about the facts of life.

Child: Certainly. What do you want to
know?
family tree] O 0O
000 You can’t make a place for yourself in
the sun if you keep sitting in the shade of
the family tree.
000 Family tree: a genealogical diagram
showing that you belong to a family better
dead than alive.
000 “Let me tell you we have a wonderful
family tree.”

“The tree is all right, but the crop is a
failure.”
So far, so good O OO O OODOOODODO
good
000 He’s an eternal optimist. If he fell out
of a window on the fortieth floor, as he
passed the twentieth, he’d still be saying,
‘So far, so good.
000 Safari: up to this point. Ex. Safari (So
far), so good.
live off the fat of the land0 D OO0 OO O
googo
000 A girdle manufacturer lives off the fat
of the land.
stand on one’s own (two) feet(1T1 0 0 00O
goodood
000 The funniest thing about going to a psy-

chiatrist is that you have to lie down to
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learn how to stand on your own two feet.
OO0 A woman admires a man who stands
on his own two feet—particularly when
he’s on a crowded bus.
play second fiddleD O OO OO OO OO
gdooooooooooooomm
000 The sweetest music to a woman’s ear
is another woman playing second fiddle.
000 One man, upon being asked if he
played an instrument of any kind, replied,
“Only second fiddle at home.”
cut a ... figurel .. 0000000
0001 rode through town on my fine white
steed. People said that I cut a fine figure
on that horse. They were right. I'd sat on
my sword.
keep one’s fingers crossedd 0 O O O O
[OooDoOoooOooooooooooooo
ooooooooond
000 TI'm seriously worried about the pound
these days. I looked at one this morning
and the Queen had her fingers crossed.
drink like a fishO O OO OO
O00If you drink like a fish — swim —
don’t drive.
000 “Daddy, can you still do tricks?”

“What do you mean, son, ‘do tricks?”

“Well, Mamma says that when you
were young, you used to drink like a fish.”
000 There is nothing wrong with drinking
like a fish as long as you drink what a fish
drinks.
put one’s foot in it [in one’s mouth]O O O
Jdo0DooooboDomooobooooon
gdooooooooooomooooOd
000 Afterthought: that mad desire to shut
your mouth after you've put your foot in it.
000 Roy P Stewart says that congressmen
often suffer from foot-in-mouth disease.
follow in ...’s footsteps] .. 0000000

god.oooooooooo

000 He comes from a family of criminals
and now he’s following in his father’s finger-
prints.

four-letter wordO O O O OOO O O O
ModooboooobooboooOooo
Om

000 Love is just another four-letter word.
(Tennessee Williams)

000 Even these days there are a few four-
letter words which can still shock most
brides, like cook, wash, dust and iron.
freedom of speechC 00000
000 In our country we have those three un-
speakably precious things: freedom of
speech, freedom of conscience, and the pru-
dence never to practice either.

(Mark Twain)

G
generally speakingDl 0 000000000
g
000 Woman, generally speaking, is generally
speaking.
give-and-takel O 000000000000
goodoooad
000 He said it had been a marriage based
on give-and-take. He gave, she took.
000 A bachelor remarked, “I know marriage
is a matter of give-and-take, but so far I ha-
ven't been able to find anybody who'll take
what I have to give.
God knowsO OO0 OO0 O0O0OO0OOOODOO
000 Is there a God? God only knows.
Thank God it’s Friday! (TGIF) U OO OO
goodooooo
000 What did Robinson Crusoe say when
he found out who the footprints belonged
to?

Thank Goodness it’s Friday.
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good for nothingD OO0 OO0 OOOODO
000 “Johnny, I wish you'd be a good little
boy.”

O “T'll be good for a nickel.”

0 “The idea! Why can’t you be like your fa-
ther, good for nothing?”

too good to be trued 0 00000 OO0
gooooogoooooo

000 He was too bad to be true. (Michael
Holroyd)

000 The trouble with today’s news is that,
most of the time, it’s too true to be good.
000 Platitude: a remark that is too true to
be good.

000 Atrocity: an incident too bad to be true.
government of the people, by the peo-
ple, for the peopleD 00O O OOOOOO
gdoooooo@obooooooom
000 Democracy means simply the bludgeon-
ing of the people, by the people, for the
people. (Oscar Wilde)

the grapes of wrathO OO OO OO0 OO0
goooooood

000 Hangover: the wrath of grapes (Oscar
Levant)

Ocf. JJW. Howe “The Battle Hymn of the
Republic’'] cf. Isa (T: O], Rev [1I: (40100
O0000DOStembeck 00O OOODOOOO
oooo

have one foot in the graveO O OO0 OO0
o000 oooboooogoooo
goood

000 When I have one foot in the grave, I
will tell the whole truth about women. I
shall tell it, jump into my coffin, pull the
lid over me, and say, “Do what you like
now.”

turn (over) in one’s gravel 0 OO0 000
0o0obod0m@oboooooo

000 “If your father could see you now,”

said the mother turkey to her wayward
son, “he’d turn over in his gravy!”

(all) Greek to...0 ...0 00 000O0O0OO0O
gd

000 Two Greeks were watching their first
football game, and one said to the other:

“This is all American to me.”

H
better half 0000000000 OO0O

000 Bridegroom: a man who exchanges
good quarters for a better half.

Hall of Fame (for General Americans)(] []
dodomboobooboobogoobo
oo0pooooobooom

000 Grand Canyon: Hole of Fame.
ask for ...’s hand0 ...00000000O

000 When I asked her father for her hand,
he said, “You can take the whole girl or
nothing!”

000 Five years ago [ asked for her
hand—and it’s been in my pocket ever
since.
live from hand to mouthOD OO OO 00O
J00doodooooboooooooboon
oo0ooooobooom

000 Beggar: a man who lives from handout
to mouth.
hands downO O OO0 OO OO0

000 “You said you could beat him hands
down.”

“He doesn’t want to keep his hands
down!”
a hands-off policyd OO OO0

000 The Irish News:

0 Venus de Milo was the earliest example
of a ‘hands-off’ policy.

on every hand0 0O OO0
000 Teacher (brightly): As we walk out-of-

doors on a cold winter’s morning and look
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about us, what do we see on every hand?
0O Class (as one man): Gloves!

Ocf. as one man 00000

on the other handD OO O ODOODOOONO
]

0001 want a one-armed economist so that
the guy could never make a statement and
then say ‘on the other hand...” (Harry Tru-
man)

put one’s hand in one’s pocket[ID 0 0O OO
gdoodooooooooboooooo
0om

000 Posing the farmer and his college-age
son for a picture, the photographer sug-
gested that the boy stand with his hand on
his father’s shoulder. “If you want it to
look natural,” said the parent, “he could
put his hand in my pocket.”

show one’s hands(D O OO0 0000000
goodddooooooooo

000 Every time a boy shows his hands,
someone suggests that he wash them. (Ed
Howe)

with an open hand0 0O 00O O

OO0 A politician is a man who approaches
every question with an open mouth. (Adlai
Stevenson)

hard cash0 0O
000 Hard cash: the softest thing to fall
back on.

O cf. fall back on...0 00O

bury the hatchetO OO0 D 00000000
0oooooooooooboooooo
goooooodddddoooooooo
gooooooooomd
000 Nobody ever forgets where he buried
the hatchet. (Frank McKinney (“Kin”) Hub-
bard)
000 He’s decided to bury the hatchet—be-
tween his enemy’s shoulder blades.

000 The easiest way to bury a hatchet is
with the corpse.

stand on one’s headO OO OO0

000 He's so tall he can stand on his head.
O cf. Irish Bull

heads or tailsO 000 OMOO0O0O00OO
ogooooooooom

000 God gave us two ends—one to sit on
and one to think with. Success depends on
which we use most. Heads we win, tails
we lose.

drink to ...’s healthD] .00 000000
god

000 We drink to one another’s health and
spoil our own. (Jerome K. Jerome)

help oneself to...0 ..0 000000000
ooomoooodd

000 “Will you donate something to the Old
Ladies’” Home?”

O “With pleasure. Help yourself to my
mother-in-law.”

feel at home 0 00 0O

000 Anyone who has been to an English
public school will always feel comparatively
at home in prison. (Evelyn Waugh)

“Home on the Range”(T1 00000 IO
goddddoooooooooooogo
goddddoooooooooooogo
ooooooO
000 “Home on the range” is the teapot’s fa-
vorite song.

“Home, Sweet Home” [ 0D OO0 MO OO0
goddddoooooooooooogo
ooooooooomd
000 Bird house: Home, tweet home.

hot waterD O O OO DO OO
000 Life is like a shower: one wrong turn
and you are in hot water.

O cf. One good turn deserves another.[T]1 [
00D oooobooooooooo



o00o0oooooo

get into hot waterd OO OO OO OO0
0001 believe in getting into hot water; it
keeps you clean. (G.K. Chesterton)
bring down the house(T1 0 OO0 O O O
goooooooood
000 Samson had the right idea about adver-
tising. He took a couple of columns and
brought down the house.
cf. 00000 Samson D OO0 DOOOO0O
gooooododdddooooooogo
goooood
O00T'm sure you know about the termite
who boasted to his friends, “This’ll bring
down the house.”
on the house 00 OO O0O0O0OOOOODOO
ood
000 Why did the hot dog climb to the top
of the roof?
0 Because he heard that the meal was on
the house.
horse sensel 1 0O 00 0OMOOOOOO
]
OOOIf “horse sense” is such a valuable at-
tribute, how come it did so little for the
horse? (Leo Rosten)
000 What’s another word for horse sense?
Stable thinking.
OO0 Horse sense is what a horse has that
keeps him from betting on people.
0O W.C. FieldsO
000 The ideal combination of the road is to
have the horse sense of the driver equal to
the horse power of the car.
a sense of humor0 0000 0OO0
OO0 E.B. White says that a farmer is a
handy man with a sense of humus.
Ocf. humus 00O

I
every inchD 00000000000

000 He is every other inch a gentleman.

(Rebecca West)

live within one’s income] 0000000
ggo

000 You should always live within your in-
come, even if you have to borrow to do so.
(Josh Billings)

live beyond one’s income 0000000
ggo

O00TI'm living so far beyond my income
that we may almost be said to be living
apart. (e.e.cummings)

an ivory towerJ 0 OO0

000 When they come downstairs from their
ivory towers, idealists are apt to walk
straight into the gutter. (L. P Smith)

Ocf. the gutter OO O OOOOOO

J
majamd 0000000 D0OOOOOO
ggo
000 “Waiter, there’s a fly in my jerry!”

“Are you sure, sir?”

“Yes. Why?”

“He seems to be in rather a jam, sir.”
keep up with the Joneses(1 O OO OO0
ddddoooooooooooooo

000 Things are tough. Even the Joneses
are having trouble keeping up with them-
selves!

000 We never worry about keeping up with
Joneses. We passed them years ago!

000 We've made a deal with our next-door
neighbours. We’ll stop trying to keep up
with them if they'll stop trying to keep up
with us!

000 You've probably never thought about it,
but we imagine no one has more trouble
keeping up with the Joneses than old man

Jones.
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K
know better 00 000000000000
ooooboobooooooo
000 Better: What every girl should know.
(Charles Jones)

L
walk under a ladder0D 0 0 O OO 00O 0O
Modobodoooobooboooooao
ogoootd
O00T'm not saying he’s small or supersti-
tious—but he does think it’s unlucky to
walk under a black cat.
Ocf. OO0DOODODOODODOOODOOOO
goood
Ladies and gentlemen[] 00000000
g
000 Ladies and gentlemen. The Ladies is
over there (point) and the Gents is over
there (point).
the last strawJ 000000000000
000 0MO0 It is the last straw that breaks
the camel’s back. 000000000000
goobodooddddooooooogo
goobodooddddooooooogo
ogoootd
000 What did the horse say when he got
to the end of his nose bag?
O That’s the last straw!
Ocf. nose bagl OO OO OODOOOOOOO
000 During the war when help was scarce
a supervisor told a lazy workman: “This is
the last straw, Jerkins! I'm giving you two
years’ notice.”
rest on one’s laurelsD 0 00000000
gooooooogooooo
000 Success: Don't rust on your laurels.
have the last word(D OO0 OO0 OO0 O0OO
goooooooogoood
000 An apology is the only means of hav-

ing the last word with a woman.

by leaps and bounds0 OO0 OO0 OO0 O0O0O
good

000 Children grow by leaps and bounds—
especially in the apartment overhead.

legal tender] 0O 00O

000 Women prefer men who have some-
thing tender about them—especially legal
tender.

aman of letterst 0000000000
OO0 He is a distinguished man of letters.
He works for the Post Office.

all one’s life0 00000000000
000 “Tell me, have you lived here all your
life?”

“Not yet.”

a matter of life and [or] deathD O O 0O O
goodd

000 A chicken and a pig were drinking in a
bar one night. When the chicken said,

“Why don’t we go into business together?
We could open a ham and egg restaurant.”
0 “Not so fast,” said the pig. “For you it’s
just a day’s work. For me, it's a matter of
life and death.”
000 Shotgun wedding is a case of wife or
death.

O cf. shotgun weddingD OO0 OO OO0 O0O
goddddododooooooooogo
good

life after deathOD OO0 000
000 Is there life after birth?
000 “Do you believe in life after death?”
the company boss asked one of his young
employees.

0 “Yes, sir.”

O “That’s good, because after you left early
yesterday to go to your grandmother’s fu-
neral, she called in to see you.”

life, liberty, and the pursuit of
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happiness 0000000000000
ooooooooooomm

000 A bachelor is a fellow who believes he
is entitled to life, liberty, and the happiness
of pursuit.

draw the lineD 0000000000

000 Mason-Dixon:  Two
knew where to draw the line.

O cf. Mason-Dixon line0 000000000
0dooooooooooboooooo
gooooododdddooooooogo
oot

read between the lines0 00000000
gooooooo

0001 kept reading between the lies. (Good-

man Ace)

gentlemen  who

000 Cosmetics are woman’s way of keeping
a man from reading between the lines!
000 “l see strength, courage, kindness, and
despair in your face.”

0 “But how can you see all that in my
face?”

0 “I can read between the lines.”

and they lived happily ever after(] 0 00 O
gdoooooooooooboooOodoo
ooooooooooom
000 They were married and lived happily
even after.
the cost of livingd 0 00O

000 Alimony: the cost of loving.

000 Alimony: the high cost of leaving.
London bridge is falling down.O O O 0O O
gdoodooooooooboooooo
ooom

000 “Did he find anything wrong with you?”

“My teeth. They were all good except
one bridge which was put in by a dentist
in London.”

0 “T get it. London bridge is falling down.”

Long time no see.J 0000000 OO0O

gooooood
000 “You haven’'t touched the fish,” said
the waiter.

“Long time no sea,” explained the diner.
000 Overdue doctor’s bill: Long time no fee.
love at first sightd 00 00O
000 Love at first sight saves a lot of time
and money.
000 The cure for love at first sight is sec-
ond sight.
OO0 It was a case of love at first sight. She
first saw him in his Cadillac convertible.
000 Gold digger: a girl who falls in love at
purse-sight.

M
man and wife(J 0 [
000 The other day I was attending a wed-
ding ceremony where the minister solemnly
pronounced the couple person and person.
live within one’s means0 0 0 0 0 00 O
gd
000 We should all live within our means—
even if we have to borrow to do it.
a melting pot 0 000 0000000MO
oo0oobodmooboobooooobooo
0000000000 salad bowl D OO OO
oo
000 Canada has never been a melting pot;
more like a tossed salad. (Arnold Edinbor-
ough)
Don’t mention it. (T O M OO0O0O0O0O0O
0Mooooooooooooom
OOOA bribe i1s when the giver says
“thanks,” and the receiver says “don’t men-
tion it.”
hold the mirror up to nature 0 O 0O O
gooooood
000 He holds the mirror up to Nietzche.
0 Guedallall



0000000000000000

O cf. Shakespeare 00 Hamlet, 111. ii. 01100 O
ood

the missing link0 0000000000
gpoooddoodddoooooooogo
ooooom

000 The evolutionists seem to know every-
thing about the missing link except the fact
that it is missing. (G. K. Chesterton)
Molotov cocktail(l 0 0 00O

000 You always know when the middle
classes have joined the revolutionaries: the
Molotov cocktails have olives in them.
make money OO0 OO0 OO OO

000 “Tm in prison because I made big
money.”

0 “How much?”

0 “About a quarter of an inch too long.”
00071 cannot afford to waste my time mak-
ing money. (Louis J. R. Agassiz)

000 A mint is the only business that make
money without advertising.

marry money U000 0dgdgdnd

000 Nobody works as hard for his money
as the man who marries it. (Kin Hubbert)
morning sickness[] 00 00 O

000 My mother had morning sickness after
I was born. (Rodney Dangerfield)

down in the mouth(D OO OO OOOOO
goooooooogoood

000 What you might get if you eat a duck.
Ocf. down OO0 M OO0OOMOI

face the musicC0 0 0 00000000
gpoooooododdogoooooo
000 You'll never lead the band if you can’t
face the music.

N
stick one’s nose into...00 .00 000
000 Censor: A guy who sticks his No’s

into other people’s business.

0]

strike 0oil 0000000 O00OOOOOO
000 My formula for success is rise early,
work late, and strike oil.
know one’s onions0 0000000
000 Doctor: You have just come from dinner.

Patient: How did you know?

Doctor: 1 know my onions.
open-door policyd O OO OO0
000 Open-door policy: one way to keep
your home cool without air conditioning.
open house D 000000000 MMIOODO
000000 bO0omoooboooooon
ggd

000 Open house: home without a roof.

P
mind [watch] one’s p’s and ¢’sO00 00O O
0000 ooooDoooobOgdpO q
goddoooooooo
000 Politicians are people who have to
mind their appease and accuse.
a pain in the neckD 0 OO 0OOO0O0OODO
gooood
000 Jack: What’s a guillotine?

Jill: Tm not sure exactly, but it would
sure give you a pain in the neck.
000 Women, did you get up this morning
with a pain in the neck? Or did your hus-
band get up before you?
OO0 A man without a woman is like a neck
without a pain.
000 Patriotism: that pain you feel in the
neck when a foreigner wins the champion-
ship.
wear the pantsU 0 0 0000 000O0OO
g
000 In my house I'm the boss. I wear the
pants, even though they're protected with

an apron.
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000 Henpecked hushand: one who wears
the pants at home—under the apron.

cf. be tied to one’s wife’s apron O 0O 0O O
goooooog
perpetual motion(] 0 00O 0
000 Perpetual motion: the family upstairs.
on pins and needles0 0000000000
goOonoooboobooooooond
000 Disc  jockey: one who lives on spins
and needles.
the Leaning Tower of Pisall 0 0O 00O
000 What’s [T metres and made of dough?

The Leaning Tower of Pizza.

plastic surgery 0 00O 0O
000 When the veteran movie star got her
face lifted, it was a job of drastic surgery.
the prime of life0 00000000
000 An old maid: a woman in prim of life.
Ocf. primO0 000000000000
the (world’s) oldest profession] 0 00 O O
goomooooorm
000 Politics is supposed to be the second
oldest profession. I have come to realize
that it bears a very close resemblance to
the first. (Ronald Reagan)
pull oneself togetherD O OO OO O OO0
oooo
000 “Doctor, doctor, I keep thinking I'm a
pair of curtains.”
0 “For heaven’s sake, woman, pull yourself
together.”
Ocf. for heaven’s sake 0000000

Q
the Queen’s English(D 0O 0000 00O
gooooooogo
000 “Don’t you know the Queen’s English?”
“Of course I do. And so’s the King.”
O cf. Queen’s English < Queen is English
000000 the King’s EnglishO0 0 00O

R
the three RsO00 000 000 O Jread-
ing, writing, arithmetic O O O 1]
OO0 It has been said that we have not had
the three 7’s in America, we had the six
7’s: remedial readin’, remedial ‘ritin’, and re-
medial ‘rithmetic. (Robert M. Hutchins)
000 The three R’s in the school of experi-
ence: at twenty it’s romance; at thirty it’s
rent; and at sixty it’s rheumatism.
a rabbit’ foot0 0000000 MMOO0OO
oo0oDoooobooom
000 A rabbit’s foot may be lucky—but not
for the original owner.
pull a rabbit out of the hat0 0 0 0O O O
Jdddddooooooooooooooo
000 Experimental psychologist: a scientist
who pulls habits out of rats. (L.L. Levinson)
from rags to richesD O OO OO O O0O0O
g
000 Did you hear about the television come-
dian who went from gags to riches?
for a rainy dayD O OO0 OdOOdnOOd
O0O0A man wanted something for a rainy
day, so a friend gave him a rubber check!
000 “Have you got anything put away for a
rainy day?”
0 “Yeah-an umbrella.”
000 What a mother should save for a rainy
day is patience.
seered 000000 0OOODOO0O
000 When you see red, start living within
your income.
round robin(0 0000
000 Round robin: a chubby bird.
raise the roof [ 000000000000
gooood
000 Poise is the art of raising the eye-
brows instead of the roof.
give ... enough rope(1 00000000,



0000000000000000

goooooood

000 Give a man enough rope and the
Christmas package will come apart in the
mail.

Ocf. Give a fool enough rope to [and he
will] hang himself. [ D0 000000000
gogobddddodoooooooooo

a bed of roses0 00000000 MMOD OO
gooooobooooooom

000 An unhappy person is someone whose
life is just one big bed of neurosis.

O cf. neurosis = new roses 0 0 00O
RSvVPOOOOODODOOOODOOMmMOOO
0 O Réponez s’il vous plaitl] =Please reply]
oo

000 R.S.VP: Short for: Rush in, Shake
hands, Vanish Promptly.

the golden rule0 000 M O0O0O0OO0O0O
0 O O O O Do unto others as you would
have them do unto youO OO O OO OO0O
gpopoobooooboooboboobuooog
ooom
000 The golden rule is that there is no
golden rule. (G.B. Shaw)
000 The Golden Rule: Whoever has the
gold makes rules.

rush hourD OO0 O OOOO
000 Why is the time of the day with the

slowest traffic called rush hour?

S
scissors and paste0 0 0 0000000
Mooobooooooboooooooa
ooooooom
000 Anthologist: a person who uses scis-
sors and taste. (Philip Van Doren Stern)
three score (years) and ten([TT] [0 (11 O
0 0O Human life is but three score (years)
and ten.0 000 0D00OMOOO0OOOOOO
gooobooooooooond

000 Three score years and ten is enough;

if a man can’'t suffer all the misery he

wants in that time, he must be numb. (Josh

Billings)

Scotland YardO O OO OO OO

000 Scotland Yard: Two feet eleven inches.

O cf. one yard= three feet 0 OO0 0000

goodooooooooooo

a second opinion0 00000000 O0OOO

g

000 “Doctor, can I have a second opinion?”
“Of course, come back tomorrow.”

000 A pessimist is a man who gets a clean

bill of health from the doctor, then demands

a second opinion.

screen testl 0 000000 OOOO

oo0bDooooooooooomm

000 Screen test: something that insects are

always trying to pass.

second sight0 00000000

000 The only true love is love at first

sight; second sight dispels it. (Israel Zang-

will)

“Oh, say, can you see?”

000 “Oh, say, can you see?”: the eye doc-

tor’s theme song.

Ocf. 00O OOODOODOO “Star-Spangled

Banner” 0O OO0 0O

short cutl] 0 [

000 Short cut: a small wound.

Js shoes ...00 0000

000 The young man who’s looking forward

step into ..

to stepping into his father’s shoes ought to

be reminded that Dad doesn’t wear loafers.
cf. loafer 00 00 O 0Oloafers 00000

gdddooooooooooo

a skeleton in the closet0 0 0 00000

goddddooooooooo

000 There’s something about a closet that

makes a skeleton terribly restless. (John
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Barrymore)
000 Not only is there a skeleton in every
closet, but there is a screw loose in every
skeleton. (S. Butler)
Ocf. have a screw loose(1J O OO OO
oo
spelling beel DO OO OOOOO
000 Spelling bee: an insect that gets high
grades in English.
000 “What is more amazing than a talking
dog?”

“A spelling bee.”
talk in one’s sleepd0 OO OO0
000 A professor is one who talks in some-
one else’s sleep. (W. H. Auden)
000 An  after-dinner speaker is one who
talks in other people’s sleep.
a snake in the grass0 000000000
omoooo
000 Hula dancing is a shake in the grass.
asoap operal 000 0O00OMMDOOODOO
gooooomd
000 Soap opera: singing while taking a bath.
soul musicd OO 0000000 OOO
gdooooobooooooooond
000 The sound made by squeaky shoes.
Ocf. sole = soul 0000
sour grapes(1 0 0 0 0 OO O OO O
oo0bodooooooooO
000 Rumor: what is heard over the sour
grapevine.
call spade a spade[ 0000000000
o000 ooooobooooo
gooomm
000 lisp: When you call a spade a thpade.
Ocf. ispO0 OO DOOO0OOOMM[s]O B1OO
oooooooor
000 “I believe in calling a spade a spade,”
said the emphatic man.

0 “That’s right, friend,” replied Bronco

Bob. “There was a man who nearly lost his
life here by getting into a game and ‘trying’
to call a spade a club.”

be born with a silver spoon in one’s
mouthD OO0 O O0OO00OO0OO0ODOOOO
do0boodoooobooooooboomd
000 He was born with a silver spoon in his
mouth—and he hasn’t stirred since.

000 “Bragson claims to have been born
with a gold spoon in his mouth.”

O “If he was, I'll bet it had somebody el-
se’s initials on it.”

000 My brother-in-law is a big eater. Some
people are born with a silver spoon in his
mouth. He was born with a shovel in his
hand.

a square meall] 00000

000 Square meal: a box lunch.

a standing ovationl I 0 0 0000000
good

000 We've got the most incredibly inspiring
preacher. After every sermon, the congrega-
tion give him a kneeling ovation!

the Lone Star State0 00000000
goobobbobobouoobobooo
mENEN|

000 Lone Star State: a country with only
one actor in it.

a shooting star(] [0 O

000 Shooting star: a famous actor who uses
his gun too often.

watch one’s step0 00000000000
gooood

000 Sign on steps of courthouse: “This way
for marriage licenses—Watch your step.”
000 By the time a man gets old enough to
watch his step, he isn't going anywhere.
the stock exchangel1 0000

000 Stock  exchange: a place where you

trade in your old cattle.
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a stone’s throwd 0D 000000000
oooooobooooomm
000 The house we stayed in on holiday last
year was only a stone’s throw from the
beach and very easy to find. All the win-
dows were broken.
leave no stone unturnedd 0 O OO 0O OO
00o0doooooOoo0oo0ooooooo
ogoootd
000 1It’s rough traveling behind someone
who never leaves a stone unturned.
000 Detour: A road where no turn is left
unstoned.
OO0 A drama critic is a man who leaves no
turn unstoned. (G. B. Shaw)
to make a long story short [0 00 00O 00O
ogoood
000 To make a long story short, there’s
nothing like having the boss walk in.

(Doris Lilly)
000 To make a long story short, don't tell
it.
000 Husband  interrupting wife talking to
guests: “To make a long story short, dear,
let me tell it.”
the survival of the fittest0) 0 0 0O
000 Capitalism—the survival of the fattest.
000 Modern journalism justified its own ex-
istence by the great Darwinian principle of
the survival of the vulgarest.
(Oscar Wilde)
by the sweat of one’s browd 0O OO 00O
gooooogoooo
000 A lazy German lives by the sweat of
his frau.
Ocf. frauc 00000

T
a table of contents] 00000
000 Book jacket: a fable of contents

the theory of relativity(l 0 0000

000 When a man sits with a pretty girl for
an hour, it seems like a minute. But let
him sit on a hot stove for a minute—and
it’s longer than any hour. That’s a relativity.
(Albert Einstein)

00T have a theory of relatives, too. Don’t
hire ’em.

000 the Theory of Relativity: a theory
about aunts, uncles, brothers, sisters, etc.
think twiceD OO OO QOOO0OO

000 Politician: a person who thinks twice
before saying nothing.

throw in the towel [l 00O 000000
gddoooooogooooo

000 Any bachelor can dry his girl's tears
by throwing the towel.

under ..s thumbO ..000000000O
000 Sizes are often deceiving. Sometimes a
woman’s thumb has a man under it.

kill time0 00000000

000 Does killing time damage eternity?
000 Lots  of people spend time making
money and then spend money Kkilling time.
lose no time in doingd OO0 OO0 O0O0O
goo..god

000 Many thanks for your book—I shall
lose no time in reading it. (Benjamin Dis-
raeli)

with tongue in cheekO O O OO0 O O
dO0o0o00ooOooooooboooom
000 A queer Arab is one who speaks with
tongue in sheik.

Ocf. shelklDOOOOOOOOODO

the naked truthO O 0000000

000 There are those who so dislike the
nude that they find something indecent in
the naked truth. (E H. Bradley)

the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truthO0 0 00000 O0OO0O0O0O



o00o0oooooo

000 ooboooobooboono O
00017 said to my dentist, ‘Do you pull the
tooth, the whole tooth and nothing but the
tooth?’

000 A court official, swearing in a woman
witness, asked, “Do you swear to tell the
truth, the whole truth, and stop there?”

U
up and downOJ O OO0 00000000
pgoobdddddddooouoogo
000 Mary:  Jack, I'm glad to hear that
you've just joined a hig elevator company.
How’s business?
O Jack: Oh, up and down.
ups and downs[(1 0 00000 0O0OO
goooood
000 Nobody has more ups and downs than

the person in the end seat at the theatre.

\'

vice versa[Dand D0 0000000000
ogooo
000 He thought vice versa was a rude
poem.

Ocf. versa = verse J 0 00O

vicious circle] 0 0O
000 Vicious circle: a round geometric figure
with a nasty temper
OOO0A group of women searching for a
name for their new club decided on “The

Vicious Circle.”

w
Well done!l OO OO0 OO0O0O0O0DOIOO
ooom
000 Diner: Waiter, didn't you hear me say
‘Well done’?
O Waiter: Yes, sir; thank you very much,

sir. It’s seldom we get any thanks, sir.”

wet blanketD OO OO0 00000 D0OOO
googo

000 Young father, discussing baby, “We just
can’t go anywhere—he is such a wet blan-
ket.”

a big wheel D ODOOOOOOOOQO

000 Spokesman: a person who talks like a
big wheel.

To whom it may concernd 0 0O O O O
Modoooobooboooooooooa
000000 Dear Sr0O00O0O0O0O0OO
NN

000 My marriage licence reads, “To Whom
It May Concern’.

second winddD O OOOOQOOOOOOO
oo0oDo0@oooobooooooon
000 The man who divorces a talkative wife
and remarries may just be getting his sec-
ond wind.

wishful thinkingd OO0 000000000
goodd

000 People who say they are going on a
diet are just wishful shrinkers.

000 Flirting: wishful winking.

at one’'s wit’s end0 000000

000 The king fell madly in love with the
court jester and from then on was always
at his wit’s end.

Oct. witDODOODOOOOOOOOO

a wolf in sheep's clothingd 0 O O O O
goooooo

000 He is a sheep in sheep’s clothing. (Win-
ston Churchill (of Clement Atlee or Stafford
Cripps))

000 buffoon: A sheep in clown’s clothing.
knock on wood Dl O OO0 O OOOOODODO
dModddoooooooooobobo
oooooooom

000 Xylophonists must  be

—they go round knocking on wood.

superstitious
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