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Introduction

This is a collection of parodies of the proverh” Old soldiers never die; they just fade away.” This
proverb became famous since General MacArthur(TTT14TTT]) referred to it in his retirement speech
at the Congress. Since then, there appeared a large number of parodies of this proverb in joke books

and magazines. The present writer takes up parodies of this proverb that seem to be free from

obscenity.
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00 OlId soldiers never die; they just fade away.
gooobodooobooboobbbooo
0000000000 ooooooon
ooooooboobooooboobooond
gl oogo
O 00]J FoleyIHTIOM 0 O O O Old
soldiers never die"0d 0 0 0O 0O O O O O Simp-
son T O O OO

Old soldiers never

Never die,

Never die,

0Old soldiers never die,

They simply fade away.[] (T1TTT10]
000000000000 simply’ just”
goobodddddddooooooogo

0000000000000 OO the Korean
WarDOITHOM O OO OoOooOOoODoOoOogad
0 0O 0O 0O 0O 04 Douglas MacArthurO[TTT1-
dNmoooooooboooooooo
O Harry S. TrumanOOTOHTTOM O 00000
Jdodddooooooooooooooo
Jdodddooooooooooooooo
dooobboouobooobbbooo
gddooooooooooo

And like the old soldier in that ballad, I
now close my military career and just fade
away, an old soldier who tried to do his best as

God gave him the sight to see that duty.

0000 justfadeaway" OO0 OO0 OO0 OO
Jdodddooooooooooooooo

. 0000000000000 0000000 Tsukuba Gakuin University
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00000000 OldXs never die; ... "
gooodddddddooooooogo
gooodddddddooooooogo
godbobooobooboobooboooo
gooooobobobuoboooboboo
“0ldXs"O XO O OO soldiers"d OO0 0O
gooodddddddooooooogo
goooooog
0 Old soldiers never die; just young ones.
goooooo0Dmooobooooon
Om
goobdododdddooooooogo
gooooo

goobdododdddooooooogo
goobdododdddooooooogo
O00O0FecusOOOOO0OOOOOOOO
goobddddddddu -s0dogoogo
gooboboooboobob0dUdpumddog
00o0o0oooooodcef,00DDODOOO
goooddddddoooooooogo
goooddddddoooooooogo
goooddddddoooooooogo
goooddddddoooooooogo
goooddddddoooooooogo
goooooooogoood
000 Old accountants never die; they just lose
their balance.
NOTE: accountant 0 0 000 00O
Focus: lose one’s balance: 0 0 0 00 0 O
00000000000
000 Old actors never die—they just drop apart.
Focus: dropapart 0 0 0 00 OO0 OO
= dropone’spart 0000000000 O0O
000 Old aircraft pilots never die —they just fly
away.
NOTE: aircraft 0 O O
Focus: fade away < flyaway 0 O O 0O
M 00 O alliterationd 0 0 0 0 [
000 Old anthropologists never die — they just

become history.
NOTE: anthropologist 0 00 0 O
Focus: become history 0 0 0 00O
cf.behistory OO OO 0000 ODOOO0O
googo
000 Old archeologists never die — they just
meet their mummies.
NOTE: archeologist 0 O 0 O
Focus: mummy 000 <[ O000O0O
good
000 Old archers never diejthey just bow and
quiver.
NOTE: archer O O
Focus: bow[] boul] [0 < bow[] baulJ O O
goooooo
quver 00 0000000
000 Old astronauts never diejthey just go to
another world.
NOTE: astronaut 0 0 0 0 O
Focus: another world D 00 <000
000 Old auditors never die — they just stop
making dough.
NOTE: auditor 0 00O O
Focus:dough OO 00O <[ OO0MO0O
000 m#40
cf. make dough 0000000 <0
goooo ooooo
000 Old Australians never die — they just end
up down under.
NOTE: end up...00 ...00 00O
Focus: downunder 0000 -0 000
0000 obooooooboooon
ogooooomoooomd
(M0Id auto mechanics never die — they just
become exhausted and get retired.
NOTE: auto mechanic 0 0 0 000
Focus: exhaust[] igz5:st00 00 0 0 0 =
good
retire 0000 < retire 00000
good
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O00Id bankers never die — they just lose
interest.
NOTE:banker 00O M O0O0O0O0O0ODO
ogoooooad
Focus: interest 0 0 <00
OM0Id barbers never die — they just have
close shaves.
Focus: close shave 0 00000000
00000
O00Id bathers never die — they just wade
away.
NOTE: batherD O OO OO
Focus: wadeOweid D 00000000
00 = fade 0000000 ODOOMM
O001d beekeepers never die—they just buzz
off.
NOTE: beekeeper O [0 O
Focus:buzz of 100000000000
000000 -0000MmMO00OO Buzz
offf 00000 ODOODOOMmM
O00Id blondes never fade — they just dye
away.
NOTE:blonde OO OO 0ODODO
Focus: dy&l dail11 0 0 < di&l daill] O
cf.deaway0 D OO0 O OO OOOO
gooooooooo
OAs for bulls, old bulls never die—they just
breed their last.
NOTE: bull O O
Focus: breed0 bri:d0 00000 =
breathe[ bri:o00 OO OO
cf. breathe one’s last 0 0 0 00 O
OI00Id bureaucrats never die — they just
waste away.
NOTE: bureaucrat0 0 0 0000000

Focus: waste away D OO0 0000400
goooddoogoooooo
O00Id burglars never die — they just steal

away.

NOTE: burglar0 OO OO O OO
Focus: stealaway 0 000000 <0 0O
googo
OIO0Id bus drivers never die — they just take
a turn for the worse.
Focus: take a turn for the worse 0 0 0 O
Joodd 00000
OIO0Id can collectors never die—they just go
to the redemption center.
NOTES: can collector 0 0 0 0O O OO

redemption center 0 0O O O 0O O
0 trading stamp 0 O O
Focus: redemption [ 00 OO0 00O
000DMmo0d -s00000od
OJ0Id candle makers never die — they just
get snuffed out.
NOTE: getO OO ODOODOODO
Focus: snuffout0 0 0 0 0 000 0O =
gooood
OJ0Id canners never die—they're preserved.
NOTE: canner OO0 OO
Focus: preserve 0l 0000000000
O0Mcan0O0oOonOoMm
OJO0Id cartographers never die — they just
lose their way.
NOTE: cartographer 0 0 0 OO
Focus: lose one’'s way 0 0 0O O
cf. make one’'s way 0 0 OO0 0O
OIO0Id cartoonists never die—they just draw
their last breath and go into a state of sus-
pended animation.
NOTE: cartoonist 0 0 O
Focus: draw 00 <0 0
suspended animation 00 0 0 0 < ani-
mation 0000000000
cf. breathe one’s last breath D 0 00 00
000 draw breath 0 0 OO
OJO0Id cashiers never die — they just check
out.
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NOTE: cashierD D0 OO0 O0OOO0OO
Focus: checkoutD 0 0D O OO0 OO
o0 -00b0oobpbooooboo
ogooo
O00Id chauffeurs never die — they just lose
their drive.
NOTE: chauffer 00 00O 0O
Focus:drive 00 000000 «00
ogooo
O00Id chemists never die — they just stop
reacting.
NOTE: chemist 0 0O O
Focus: react 0 0 0O
cf. chemical reaction 0 0 O O
O001d church builders never die — they just
expire.
Focus: expire 1 0 0000 « spird] 0 0O
gdoooomoooooooom
OO0 classicists never die — they just keep
declining.
NOTE: classicist0 0D 000000000
ogoooo oooo
Focus: decline 0 0O 0
cf. The Decline and Fall of the Roman
0000d Emprre0 00 000O00OOO
O001d clock makers never die—they just get
run down.
Focus: rundown0 0000000 <00
goood
O0Id comedians never die — they just gag a
lot.
Focus: gagD OO OO DOOOOOODODO
oot -00000d
O00Id cosmeticians never die — they just
take a powder.
NOTE: cosmetician 0 0 0
Focus: powder [0 0 0 O < take a powder
o000 ooooboooooooao
00 ooooboooooooooon
gooooooooood

OI00Id crossword puzzlers never die — they
just go across and down.
NOTE: crossword puzzler 0 000000
Focus: acrossU 0 00 OO0 O00O0ODOOO
O0=down OO M OO0O0O0O0D0OOMM
OIO0Id dairy farmers never die —they just go
to the udder place.
NOTES: dairy farmer O 0 O 0 udder O O
gooooooooooo
Focus: the udder] Ador(place = the other
Oicorbplace 0000 MOOOOODOODOO
OI0Id deans[] principalsChever die — they
just lose their faculties.
NOTES: dean0D 0 OO OO OO
00000 O principal O O
Focus: faculties 0 0000000 <00
goooooo
OJM0Id dentists never die — they just lose
their pull.
Focus:pul 000 <sO000O0ODO
OJO0Id dieticians never die — they just waist
away.
NOTE: dietician 0 00 O
Focus: waistO weist0 0 0 0 O 000
00000 - wasted weistChway O 0 0 0O
ad
OJMId doctors never die — they just lose
their patience.
NOTE: lose one's patience 1 0 00 00O
goodg oo
Focus: patiencell péifonst] 0 O 0 < pa-
tients[] péifontst] 0 O
OJM0Ild Egyptian tourists never die — they
just go senile.
NOTE: senile 00 OO
Focus: go senile 0 00 0 < go see Nild] [
goandseethe NileO OO OO OO OOO
OJO0Id electricians never die — they just lose
their spark.
NOTE: electrician 0 0 0 O
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Focus: spark0 0 O 000 00O OODO
-00gogg
O00Id farmers never die — they just go to
seed.
Focus: gotoseed DO DO 00O <00
goooooooood
O001d fishermen never die — they just smell
that way.
Focus: smell that way OO0 OO0 0000
O001d florists never die — they just rest on
the laurels.
NOTES: florist 0 0 O laurel 0 0 O
cf. laurels 00O 00O
Focus: rest on one’s laurels 0 0 O O O
ogooooooog
cf. florist, laurel O O O O O
O00Id flutists never die — they just blow
away.
NOTE: flutist 0 0O 00O
Focus: blowawayO 0 OO0 00000
D-0000000000000
O001d football players never die — they just
hang up their receivers.
Focus: receiver0 0 0O 0 O OO0 OO
goobdddodd <000
hangup 00000 <D OOOO0O
odnoooobooooooooo
O00Ild gamblers never die — they just crap
out and cash in their chips for another paradise.
NOTES: crapout OO0 O M OO OO
00000 cashinOOOOOO
O000chipdODO0OOO0ODOOODOOO
doooooooooooboooooo
goooooad
Focus: paradise(] parodaist] [0 0 =[O a0l
pair of dicel péoofdais0 0D OO ODOO
O00Ild game show hosts never die—they will
be back after these messages.
NOTES: game show host 0 0O OO0 O
00000000 Omessage DO OOOO

Focus: be back after these messages] [
gddooooooooooo
OJO01d gangsters never die — they just go to
the underworld.
NOTE: gangster 0 0 0 O (1] gang(1T1 O O
Focus: underworld0 000000000
iU -0gooooooo
]
OJ0Id gardeners never die — they just go to
seed.
NOTE: gardener 0 OO0 OO OO OO0
Focus: gotoseed D 00O OO00O <00
godddoooooo
OJM0Ild grammarians never die — they just
lose their verb and slip into a comma.
NOTES: grammarian 0 0 0 O verb OO
Focus: commall kamo 0 O O < coma
Okéumal 00O 00O
cf.verbO OO OODOOO verbum
oo0oDomoooooon
OdIM0Id growers never die — they just turn
into vegetables.
NOTES: growerd OO0 OO OO0 O0OO0O
00000 turninto O change into
Focus: vegetable 0 0 10000000
OMM0Id hairdressers never die—they just curl
up and dry.
NOTE: hairdresser 0 0 O
Focus: curlupd OO OO 0000 <00
gooooad
OJO01d Helsinki tourists never die—they just
vanish into Finn Air.
NOTE: Helsinki 0 000 OMMOOO0O
000 Finlandd 0 0O 0 J vanish 0 0O 0O
Focus: Fintl fin(Air 00000000 -
thirddmmCir 0000 00000000
OJO0Id hippies never die — they just take a
trip.
Focus: takeatrip0 000 <00 00O
goodod
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OM00Ild housemaids never die — they just re-
turn to dust.
NOTE: housemaid 0 0 0O O
Focus: returntodust 0 0 0 00O O 0O 0O
000 -000moooo
OMM0Id informers never die — they just get
out to grass.
NOTE: informer 000000000
Focus: grasdT1 00 0 (110 O O O 00 mari-
juanall <« OO0 00O0OOO0OOCOOOO
O0M0Id insurance agents never die — it's
against their policy.
NOTE: insurance agent 0 0 00O 00O
Focus:policy 00000 000000
00000 insurance policy[
O00Id interpreters never die—they just lose
a lot in translation.
NOTE: interpreter 0 [1J 00 O
Focus:losealot 0 00000 <000
ogooo
O00Id investors never die — they just roll
over.
NOTE: investor 0000000
Focus:rollover 000000 <0000

gooooo
O001d jokes never die — they just sound that
way.
Focus: sound that way O O 000000
gooooo

O001d judges never die — they just cease to
try.
NOTE: cease todo D0 OO OO OO
Focus:try 00000 -000O0O0O
O00Id lawyers never die — they just lose
their appeal.
Focus: appeal 0 0 <0 0O
OJ00Id librarians never die — they just be-
come overdue and lose their circulation.
NOTES: librarian 0 00 O O O overdue 0J
goood ooooooooo

Focus: circulation 0 00000 <000
good
cf. librarian, overdue, circulation 0 O
goooo oog
OMO0Id limbo dancers never die—they just go
under.
NOTE: limbodancer 00O OO0 O0O0DODO
ad
Focus: gounder 1000 00000
OIO0Id logicians never die — they just vacate
the premises.
NOTES: logician 00 O 0O O 0 vacate the
00000 premisesO0000000O0O0
Focus: premisd 1 000 MO0 <000
gooood
O01d lumberjacks never die—they just split.
NOTE: lumberjack 0 O O
Focus: split 00 OO OO0
cf. lumberjack O split 0 O 0O 00O
0M01ld mathematicians never die — they just
go off on a tangent.
NOTES: mathematician [0 00 O
gooffonatangen]1 D OO OO OO0
godddooooooogo
Focus: tangent(T]1 0 O 11 O O < mathe-
matican J 0000000000
OM0Ild mediums never die—they just give up
the ghost and lose their spirits.
NOTE: medium 0O O
Focus: spirit 0 00 < spirits 00 O
OM01d milkmaids never die — they just kick
the bucket.
Focus: kick the bucket 00000000
00000 «.M@boomooog
OMM01d milkmaids never die — they just lose
their whey.
NOTE: milkmaidd OO0 00 0O0O000O0O
Focus: wheyd weill 000000000
J0d0oooooooooood - way
O weill
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cf. lose one’s way 0 O O 0O
OM00ld mimes never die — they're just never
heard from again.
NOTES: mime 00 OO0 O0O0D0OO0O
O000d00d hearfrom..000000000
goooo od
Focus: mime 00 0000
O00ld monarchs never die — they're just
throne away.
NOTE: monarch 0 0
Focus: throneOBroun0 00000 «
00000 thrownO6 roun[T] O throw(
O cf. throw away O 0 0 0O O
O001d movies never die. They are just being
shown at the late, late show.
Focus: at the late show D0 00000
goooog ooo
O001d movie stars never die —they just fade
away.
Focus: fade away 0 0 O - fade ouf] 0 O
gooooooogo
O00Id mountaineers never die — they just
come to the end of their rope.
NOTE: mountaineer 0 [0 O
Focus: come to the end of one’s rope 0 [
O00OOcfrope0 00 OO0OOODO
O00Id number theorists never die — they
just get past their prime.
NOTE: number theorist 0 0 0 0O O
Focus: prime0 0 0 000 0O 0O <[ 0O
omoo
O0I1d organists never die — they just come
to a stop.
NOTE: organist 0 0O OO 0O
Focus:stop OO O OO0 000000
odoooboobooo@Mmobooooon
ooooooom
cf. The noise came to a stop. 0 O 0
ogoooo oooo
O00Id owl-keepers never die — they just

don’t give a hoot.
NOTES: owl OO OO O hootD OO OO
Jood0 oooouooobobbbob
Focus: not giveahoot 0 O O OO OO
goodoood
OIO0Id pacifists never die — they just go to
peaces.
NOTE: pacifist 0 00 00O
Focus: peacél sC0 = pieces
cf.gotopieces 00 OO OO0
oo boooodooooood
OJ0Id photographers never die — they just
stop developing.
NOTE: photographer O [0 [
Focus: develop 0000 0000000
googo
OIO0Id pickpockets never die; they just steal
away!
NOTE: pickpocket 00 [
Focus: stealaway 0 0000 <0000
g
OI00Id plumbers never die—they just get out
of sink and go down the drain.
NOTES: plumber OO0 OO O0O0OO0O0O
00000 sink 00O
Focus: godownthedramn O OO0 000 <
goodod
OIO0Id plumbers never die — they just pipe
down.
Focus: pipedown 000000 « OO0
googo
OIO0Id policemen never die — they just cop
out.
Focus: copout0 O OO0 OO OOOODO
00 ecopdn
OJM0Id policemen never die; they just lose
their beat.
Focus:beat0 00 000000000 =
goodoood
OIO0Id population experts never die — they
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just take leave of their census.
Focus: census[J sénsos0 0 000000
0 = senses[ sénsiz[] 00 O
cf. take leave of one’s senses 0 00 [
goooog ooo
OJ0Id postmen never die; they just lose
their zip.

Focus: zip(1] O (1I0 0O O 00O O zip code
- 000ooo

O001d professors never die — they just lose
their class.

Focus: classO 0000000 - OO

O Old prosecutors never die; they just lose
their appeal.

NOTE: prosecutor 0 0 OO0 00O

Focus: lose one’s appeal D 0 0 0 0 <0
gpoooood

O00Id psychiatrists never die — they just
shrink away.

NOTE: psychiatrist 0 0 O 0O

Focus: shrink away 0 00000 =
00000 shrinkMOMOOO0O

OM0Id quarterbacks never die — they just
pass away.

NOTE: quarterback 0 0 O 0 O 00O OO
odo0oooobooooomooooon
gdoooobooboooobooboooOd

Focus: pass 0 0 00O « pass away [0 0 0O
goood o

O001d ranchers never die — they just breed
their last.

NOTE: rancher 0 0 O

Focus: breed0 bri:dlD OO0 O OO0 OO0
< breathe bri:o0 OO OO

cf. breathe one’s last 0 0 0 00 O
OO0I1d reporters never die — they just meet
their deadlines.

NOTE: reporter 0 0 0O O

Focus: deadline 000000 <0000

cf. meet the deadline D 0 0 OO0 00

goodo oo
OJO0Id sailors never die — they just get a lit-
tle dinghy.
Focus: dinghyl dipgill O OO0 00000
0« dingyDdindzi0 000000000
OJ0Id sausage makers never die — they just
take a turn for the wurst.
Focus: wurst] worrstlld 0 0 0 0O OO O
0000 sausagel]l < worstl] wa:rstl]
cf. turn for the worst 0 0 0 0 0O 0 O
goooo g
OIO0Id sculptors never die — they just lose
their marbles.
NOTES: sculptor 0 0 00 O marble O O O
Focus: lose one’s marbles 0 O 0 O O 0O
-=Jogg
OI01d sewage workers never die — they just
waste away.
NOTE: sewage 0O OO0
Focus: waste awayd OO0 0000 <00
goooooo
OM01d shoemakers never die — they just pop
their clogs.
NOTE: clogs DO OO
Focus: popone’'sclogs 00000000
O-M0o0ooomoag
OJO0Id singers never die; they just lose their
voices.
Focus: lose one’s voice 00 0 OO0 OO
Jddddd -000ogo
OOO0Id skiers never die — they just go
downhill.
Focus: godownhil O O 0O 0 0 00O =
goooooogd
OOT001d soccer players never die — they just
go on dribbling.
Focus: dribble 000000 0000
ggdo
OOT001d statisticians never die—they just get

broken down by age, sex, and marital status.
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NOTES: statistician 0 0 00 O O marital
godbb0d0status 0O Od
Focus: break down0 0 0 000 0 0 =
pgooooooooooooooood
OT001d statisticians never die—they just av-
erage out.
Focus: averageout 0 0 OO0 OO0
cf. statistician 0 average 0 0 0 0O O
OO001d steel makers never die — they just
lose their temper.
Focus:temper 0 0 0 0 0 -0 O
gooooooomoomooooo
cf. lose one’s temper 0 0O 0 0O O
O1T001d surgeons don't die—they just cut out.
NOTE: surgeon 0 O O
Focus: cutout 0000 000000
gooooo
OTTC01d tanners never die — they just go into
hiding.
NOTE: tanner 000 OO0 O
Focus: go into hiding 0 0O O
c.hideD00OO0OO0O
O001d taxidermists never die—they just be-
gin a gnu.
NOTES: taxidermist 0 00000000
egnu 0000
Focus: a gnul onyi:00 = anewl onyt:(0 O
goood
OTC0Id teachers never die; they just grade
away.
NOTE: grade DO 0O O
Focus: fade away < grade away(l] 0 O O
ooooom
OT01d tree surgeons never die — they just
take a final bough.
0 0O ONOTE: tree surgeon O 0 O
Focus: boughll baul O O < bow[ baull
ood
OTI001d truckers never die—they just retire.
NOTE: trucker 0000000

Focus: retire 0000 < re-tire 00 00O
googo
OOO00Id typists never die — they just lose
their touch.
Focus:touch OO0 O0O00O0OO0O0O =0
gooood
cf. lose one’s touch 0 OO0 00O
OOO00Id typists never die — they just lose
their justification.
Focus: justification 0 00 -0 00000
gooood
O00Id violinists never die — they just be-
come unstrung.
Focus: unstrung 0 000000000
gooooooooo
OO00Id window-cleaners never die — they
just kick the bucket.
Focus: kick the bucket 0 0 0 0 0 0O =
Moomooooooo
OO00Id wrestlers never die — they just lose
their grip.
Focus: grip 000000 O0OOOO,O
U-000000
cf.loseone’'sgrip0 0000000
oo oogoood

dddddooooooooooooooo
Jdodoooooooooooobo
Opmd0d0doooooooooooooo
000000000 00000 they just fade
away0 OO0 0000000 doaway D OO0
00000000 D0O0ODOd they just lose
0dMoooooooooooa
Odoawayd away O OO0 O OO0 O 0O 0O O
0dnoodooooobooboooooboon
0 0O O Chway O O work away, chat away, dance
away D0 000000 OOOOMIOO
oo oo
dddddooooooooooooooo
goooooogo
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Olose 0 OO OO O lose one’s balance, lose in-
terest, loseone’'sway O 0 0O OO0 0000
goooboboboooobbboboog
gl oogo
pooooooboobuoboobobooo
goooooog
gl oogo
goodddddguooooooo

oood
John Simpson (IT0), The Concise Oxford Dictionary
of Proverbs (Oxford University Press).
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