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Designed for Comfort —— The Moral Philosophy and the
Domestic Science in Catherine Beecher's Cookstove

Hiroyo SUGIMOTO *

Abstract

In her striking writing, A Treatise on Domestic Economy (1842), Catherine Beecher demonstrates
how American women manage their own homes, presenting various illustrations. Her advices cover a
wide range of topics including science, chemistry, child rearing, and home design. What Beecher re-
gards as important is a concept, “comfort.” The comfort that she means is not mere pleasant state,
but a state of physical ease, which adds a striking effect to a spiritual development. Furthermore, it is
significant that the moral philosophy is remained in the background but plays an important role in
Beecher's writings. The Enlightenment influence on Beecher is fully embodied in her design for a
cookstove. She pursues the American ideal of domesticity by seeking for comfort and convenient tool

in daily life.
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