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A Short Biography of Anthony Trollope

Yoko HATANO *

Abstract

While working for the Post Office, Anthony Trollope (1815-82) produced forty-seven novels, five
short stories, five travel books and some nonfiction, writing about 1000 words an hour every morn-
ing. Although he achieved both vocational and literary success, he spent an unhappy childhood, de-
spite his gentlemanly origin. Because of his father’s unsuccessful career, he suffered from poverty,
thus being enrolled in Harrow as a day boy. He spent miserable public school days feeling humiliated
and ostracized partly due to his inferior status. His reputation at the Central Post Office where he
worked after leaving Harrow was low until he volunteered to work in Ireland. There his fortune im-
proved, and he felt confident in his profession. It was also in Ireland that he started writing fiction.
This essay will explore how he became a popular novelist of the Victorian Age, overcoming various

hardships.
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I avoided him, for he was rude and un-
couth, but I thought him an honest brave
fellow. His faults were external; all the
rest of him was right enough. But the
faults were of that character for which
schoolboys will never make allowances

and so poor Trollope was tabooed.... He
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gave no sign of promise whatever, was al-
ways in the lowest part of the form....
(Snow 31)
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It may be that the son of the butcher of
the village shall become as well fitted for
employments requiring gentle culture as
the son of the parson. Such is often the
case. When such is the case, no one has
been more prone to give the butcher’s son
all the welcome he has merited than I my-
self; but the chances are greatly in favour
of the parson’s son. The gates of the one
class should be open to the other; but nei-
ther to the one class nor to the other can
good be done by declaring that there are
no gates, no barrier, no difference. The
system of competitive examination is, I
think, based on a supposition that there is

no difference. (34)
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