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One Man’s Meat
— Gleaning of Parodied Proverbs —

TOYODA Kazuo *

Introduction

This is the collection of parodied proverbs that have not been taken up in the previous essays in

Tsukuba Gakuin University Bulletins No.1~ No.4. The present writer takes up the following ten prov-

erbs that are frequently parodied or punned.
- Necessity is the mother of invention.
- Rome was not built in a day.
- Where there’s a will, there’s a way.
- The pen is mightier than the sword.
- One man’s meat is another man’s poison.
- It is an ill wind that blows nobody good.
- Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery.

- It is more blessed to give than to receive.

- Of two evils choose the less(er).
- There are two sides to every question.
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[ 1 INecessity is the mother of invention.
(LEIIFEHOR)

(1 )Necessity is often the mother of inven-
tion, but more often she is childless.
(LZEF LI LIZEPOREZ D, Fo
WRWZ EDIZ) DR D PITE )
[HHWBEH) LTORELho 2 E
NEMENPLTERELE)ETHLDT
(FH (2003) ] oFERTEDNLZ LD
ETH D05 FEHOBZ [T W2
Wl s ) ZEIIMTDORIZ B IR\ EE
HAOFHDPNELDICEVE V) T &Ik
5o

(2 )How come, if necessity is the mother of in-
vention, so much unnecessary stuff gets
invented?
(LEPEHOBTHL %5, ¥HILT
AR K DARLEE R YIS L5
DH)

(1) 257203 LcbDEh, M
FIRIEZIR % o

(3 )Bread is a necessity, and the computer is
an invention. Necessity is the mother of
invention. Therefore, bread is the mother
of invention.

XViFFERTHY, aray—id
ZEHMTH Lo LEIZEHORETH S,
WU SR DORETH % 0)

B L RZEB@mEICE > TWb, R
2 BRI LTwbs iz
Vg

[ 2 ]Rome was not built in a day.
(B—<F—HIZLTHEST,)
HEFRE, KRFRELTENT HDERES R
ETR RV ERET LD,

(1 )Foreman: Come on, get a move on with
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that bricklaying.

Bricklayer: Rome wasn’t built in a day, you
know.

Foreman: That’s because I wasn’t the fore-
man on the job.

(B RER E ML AR O EE - [ B
W, 2o 8L ZOBEEALY LA
[O—<ig—HIZL T TIh] [#
Ale 2 LI 5 72D ZF DR BNAHY
BB Lol bli])

[ES ol bu—<id—HTE
B Lo fz A7) v BGEED
BHAENESE
RIXFTEM, ¥ 5 —27 OfFTIILT
D% 2B HERBETH B, 7272
L. EEH25EIESN2IEAHTH
oy

(2)A bricklayer was continually being harried

by his foreman to work faster.

“Let up on us a bit, sir,” the worker finally
protested, “Rome wasn’t built in a day,
you know.”

“Maybe not,” said the foreman, “but I
wasn’t on that site.”

CORFLAE A B 1340 2 T BUGRR IS -
LHFEEHELALE LD IKFEbNT
Wz, [Hro L IZELWEETH 2T
TLEZS L] ERANEZICHH#EL 720
[O—<iE—HIZLTALTESEI L
HYFEANINZ)DH L] &
HWEB IS o7 7220, Bhidz
OBGT 2o 7z AT )

(3)Rome wasn’t built in a day — they had

their labor troubles too.

(U=~ E—HTIETEhro/2—Hb
b F 7B 2R TN IZDTE,)
FEOITHR T -~ ORR2 5 H -
AR NV o3

(4)Rome wasn’'t burned in a day (Leo

Rosten)
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(B—~EF—HTHERENDTEE
2\)
O—v &340 (Nero) (37-63) 135%E
FETHILN TV DD, T—<DRKHK
%) A MEGEDOR NI LTS % ALH
L7z L2 LIEDSHSTRKEDIT 2%
BRd A3 5B 2B L Tk v )
BWEALHDEVH, ZOZLEH-
T\ 5% & built % burned IZZ 272 L% 1L
MR TE 5,

(5 )Home is not built in a day.
(REE—HIZLTHRS5T,)
Rome & Home O L # 1LIZ7% > T\ 5,
NAETZHMEONCD LY THb,

[ 3 1Where there’s a will, there’s a way.
(BEFHIUTHEEIRS25.)
= (2003) 12k [HARD [Ht—RT
EPS ES AL D [T EEITh
X, ALK RFTOLTILEITS
N2L0THLD] EEEL ., BIBE
HbELLDIZH>TWLDIZH LT, I
FROTIVIELR - BT L E
BHITA2LDELEF > TVELZITTH
5l EHb, YVa—r, LY (parody)
OWFTII will # [FEE] OFRTHW
52 L3, TEE B 0FR
THWD Z EDL N EIFUT oFIAR
LTwa,

(1 )Where there’s a will, there’s an estate.
(BEHDEZAHIHEEDD )
HELAEC L) RATHEELHETOTH
590

(2 )Where there is a will, there are dissatis-
fied relatives.

(HED D & 2 A IR e PEHFE DTN
%)

C OB 1 B R S
DTH b

(3 ) Where there’s a will, there’s a contestation.

(EHEDHDLIHIZREDY )

(4 )Where there’s a will, there’s an inheri-
tance tax.

(EEHD LA, MDD )
HRE IR D E b D,

(5)Where there’s a will, there’s a lawsuit.
(BEODHDLEZHIZFHRN D 5o)

(6 )Where there’s a will, there always is a
lawyer.

(HEOH D & ZAHIZIFVDO L L)

(7 )Where there’s a will, there’s a wail. (Leo
Rosten)
(BEDH L L ZHIZEEDOFD Y )
Way & wail DFHBLED L » L% Tn
o [ | L ITHELZ DDk
Mol l LT HEEE LD DN
Va— 7 Ok

(8 )Where there’s a will, there’s a way; but
where there are many wills, there’s no
way.
(—ooEE [HE#E] obb LI AHII—D
DENRDH L, LS ok [#HE]
bl LI bR,

(9 )Where there’s a will, there’s a wait.
(BEOHDLEZHIfELD D D)
HOWbBEOB ZIINA R VAL
fFoTWwh,
DTFo2o3will & [EE] OBKRTH
W2 LN LB TH %,

(10) Where there’s a will, there’s a delay.
(HEEOHDLEZHIENDD Do)
“Never put off till tomorrow what you can
do today.” (S HT&AZELAHHET
T %) bw)Zebsodbly
“Never do today what you can put off until
tomorrow.” (WJH ¥ CIEIXE 2 2 & %45
H957%) 2R HsE5,

(11) Where there’s a will, there’s won't.
(EEOHD L 2B D Do)

Won't (will not DHHAEE) % %l & LT
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(12) Where there is no patrol car, there is no
speed limit.

S H =Dk 2 A HEERIBRIE
Z\)

(13)William Canby is credited with inventing

the first computing scales, which proves
that when there’s a Will, there’s a weigh.
(AT L Fr = dRPOT Y
Yoo—48 — %Mo/ fRkEFT% 5L 72T
DL ESINTWDLY, FiUE 7 1)V
EVIIHEOWLEZAICEEREH L L
AL TV 3,)
Will 13 William O Z D O & D, D%
Fr Bill, Billy, Willie, Willy TlZZ D3 LD
RO L 72\ Weigh id [EES 215 2
&l OEIRTHF L LD T 5,

[ 4 ]1The pen is mightier than the sword.
(RFRNE D B iR)

(1) The pun is mightier than the sword.
(ISR LD 5R)

Pun & pen ® L »# 1Li1Z7% 5> T\ %, Pun
(Led) B3RS ZRECRD D 5o

(2)The pen is mightier than the sword, be-
cause no one has yet invented a ball-point
sword.

(RAFEIE D BRV, 2% SR~
Wl TV AREIZ FZHELEH L T»
BDEND,)

R REH > TH R VAT,
EwnwHy ik,

(3 ) The pen is mightier than the sword — and
considerably easier to write with.
(RFR L D N—Z L THEL D2 Hh
L IPES YN
TP I % 5 R, X DFAR LD I
WG

(4 )“The Sing Sing football team wants to play
the West Point team.”
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“I wonder why Sing Sing wants to play the
army?”

“They probably want to prove the pen is
mightier than the sword.”

T[>y rD7y bR=NVF—L2DT T
ANKA Y bOF—2EHEEZ LD
TWaH L] [REBEELAGE L2VO
Phadhl [Eob_RVER I RN &
AR L 72w A7Z )

Sing Sing 13 = = — = — 7 B O
Fro West Point 13 =2 — 3 — 27 INI2H B
PESE L AR BT ONAF — 41
pen (<penitentiary % HT) O F A% %
FOYIA MRS Y P EYIRNT &R
Lizhol, Ew)Pa—2,

(5 ) Confucius says: When talking about crime,
the pen is not mightier than the sword.
Convicts can escape from the pen, but not
from the cemetery.

ILFrwb < THEFRIZOVWTE 21X, Ry
AL D R v INAER Y 2253k
T2 2 LT TEEREMNSITRITEN
)

NAEpen (A3 3) oHkIFEI LG
TE%2% #ITHRSNEIIANLNZS
THkIT LD, L) T e, fLF
MIARI LRSI EZbNL
Vo WAL b oL 5 LAHSDRS
ANefFbHTodbYa -2 0HETFEK.

(6 ) The pen is mightier than the ... pigs.
(AT LRE D 5RV)

COpen [ (REREEAND) INER
P | KI5 k75 2 I3 TE %
Vg

Pen & pigs DHFRICL 5 Lol > T
W,

[5]One man’s meat is another man’s
poison.

(BB NDEYHFND NI 1E )
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Meat (& [P] Tid7 <HFET [&~W)
DEo FLHDTH AL o ThH &
BERLD, LI EROZ EDE,

(1)One woman’s poise is another woman’s
poison.
(B 5O RGO % LIZHoK
HOHETH2.)
Poise & poison DFHBLE D L % ALAE)
TWbe HHEWD B SEM otk
Lo T MTXEH > B % > THEZR K
Ll &w)Z&ilnb,

(2)One man’s nerve is another man’s
nervousness.
(B 2BOK A L 1350 0% ok
THhbo)
Nerve & nervousness it/ & B2 & %
L el > TWw5, Nerve 21 [k
W] OFERD [HorF L] OFEK
bd Do

(3 )Divorce: the proof that one man’s mate is
another man’s poison.
(MW - & 2 NOEBE IO NOFT
» % FEW,)
Mate & meat DR R L\ L # 11,

(4)A nervous missionary was captured by
cannibals. Right away he was got into a
stew and was profoundly stirred. The can-
nibal was heard to exclaim: “One man’s
meat is another man’s parson.”
HHMAANECATICHZ 5N
CLTwze 98 FEHITTF2—I1CA
O NRUERIZ 2 SRE SN2 NEW
AP ROBEpIIz, [d 5 ANDOEH
(At N DR 72 ]
Poison & parson D7 L\ L 2 127 > T
W,

(5)One man’s pun is another man’s groan.
(BB ANDEKL 2 NIZHDOAD ) b &
)

Punster (BKL 2 NUUFEDAN) 1I2& 5T

. Bk NEMWTHIDEHFTH B
TLNZFHD, o7z RIS, X
NiZE Lo

(6)One woman’s past is another woman’s
pastime.

(B 5O BFNLH O DKM S
Lo)

[HDONTE 7ol d ] L EEo
THHE S L% 9 %o Past & pastime 1355
RBEEMOL Ul oTWwb,

(7) One man’s wit is another man’s laughter.
(B2 BOWANIBIOI D% \N,)
BN L AZREICIIHTEE > TE R
oy

(8 )One man’s drive is another man’s funeral.
(B 5B OEERIIHIOF DFEN,)

R EIL DS N DI D 7% 25 5 Bl #4 & Al
7272\,

(9)One man’s junk is another man’s rare
antique.
(B2ANDODELZIEHDOADE LW
o)
(CYNMEVAVSOY R BN T
BDEFSHEELEDTVDL AN NS,

(10)One man’s superstition is another man’s

religion.
(BB NDFEIFH D NDFEH)
FOBTHTH B,

(11)One man’s wage rise is another man’s
price increase. (Harold Wilson)
(BB NDOAEBO NOME LT TH
%)
B ETEWMOBERIIET > THNn %
Vg
Harold Wilson (1916-95) 13578 5& D BUA
RTAF) ZAEMEHD72 N

[6]11t is an ill wind that blows nobody
good.
(FED72D12H % 6 Zp VAUTE VR, )
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FLHEIEI > THHET LA L
HeTHAbVD, OEROZ EDE,
(1) Oboe: an ill wind that nobody blows good.
(F =R R THFHEDDIZH 25
NN, )
F—RIOZ LIZFEE\NTHLER
WIHBEFCE 20w LYo A—KTDH
EEAD & v &

(2)It’s an ill wind that shows no pretty knees.
(b WEE B2 0ol Ev 72, )
AN = PRIV TV D Z LTI,

(3)It’s an ill wind that blows the minute you
leave the beauty parlor.

(EARBE & M 72 3 Ui 1 R <AL I T v R
720)
ity M L7220 15 b mKICh 5,

[ 7 limitation is the sincerest form of
flattery.
(EPT 228306 EDL L)
Flattery 1£ik 52 & Z fEb vy [BIEHE]
. N\OEEHZzELLZ LIZZDNE
LB ED LT L2k b L L TROBIN
Ronald Ridout & Clifford Witting (1967)
1Zdh 5o
‘My neighbour on the left thinks I made a
magnificent job of returfing our front lawn;
he can’t speak too highly of it.’
‘What about the chap on the other side? Is
he full of praise too?’
‘No; but as soon as he saw how mine
turned out, he began to returf his own.’
‘They say that imitation is the sincerest
form of flattery!
([ bDZEALRFITHZ 2726, I
BEOND) ALIZOHTIN] - [HBE
DNIMEFT o722 ZDOANDRED L
Tzl - [Ty, T 2h
LOMREZ A AT CHTOZA S
MZBELC2&] - [TEEY 2 Z i3l
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PHEDHLIE] EFI 1))

(1 )Imitation is the sincerest form of television.
(Fred Allen)
(B 7 L e R b FE L o)
T LV EICIIMAIN R ERDS e vy T
& o Fred Allen (1894-1956) (X7 A1) 7
DIARXTAT Vo TLEZRBRio T L
Vo

(2 ) Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery—
except when it’s forgery.
(BEfUI R DMELEOSFTETHL — B
8 & R CTido)
CEDLEEZOFFHIALT, (72720
] B AT Z A 1S extended proverb
EIFHEN TV 5,

(3)America is proof that immigration is the
sincerest form of flattery.
(7T A N FBRI RS WELTEOFHE
ThsrILDFHTH2,)
T A A AHFE 2 S B R L
2 E@EZT A A ERLPLEDI LI
%5

(4 )A nine-year-old boy was an avid stamp col-
lector until the kid next door began a col-
lection of his own. “He buys every stamp
I buy,” the boy complained to his father,
“and has taken all the fun out of it for me.
I'm quitting.” “Don’t be discouraged,” ad-
vised his father. “Remember the old
saying: Imitation is the sincerest form of
philately.”
(9BDOBOTFIEHGCITF 2 LD T
72 OVIZEDOR O HIELZIGDTL
F o7
[HOFIXELHPEIUFIEAALED
AT RIS o7, [72
DHIZLDELAEETN->TLE o7
AT, 12RO L] D8 LE®
oL EXH [HwZ ebhbEx A
WL TIH Ae BEAIIRD EEZE)F
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NEL V7259 )
Flattery & philately ®HLEIZ X 5 L »
N ENTho726 L,

[8]It is more blessed to give than to
receive.

(BED 0522139 DEE72,)
ZOEEOKRB S T E 72 “Itis better
to give than to take.” DTEH H %,

(1)“It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,” as the school boy said when the
master flogged him.

(A AT 7= 72\ 2 B0 L E D 13 0
EBY [HHENE5Z2513) 053 ])
[EAEIFEETT, AN DHIZD %o
TLEZEW] LABIEE2720TH 5,

(2)It is more blessed to give than to receive—
if you are a judge handing out a sentence—
but lots of folks prefer others to have the
blessing.

W)LV G5223 )P -bLE
MHRESVETHRHERL - LA LS
CONFMBDO N7z BIZEEEE S - T
LWwei) boniz,)

BHE R LB % 5 DR 2
ANERR & (WP

(3 )Advice: the only thing more blessed to
give than to receive.

(BE M-S X522 0L T
HHLD,)

BE - BEETE2HPSNE L) EE
Thbo

[ 9 ]Of two evils choose the less (er).
(EELLENZ b EL V%
)

(1)1 either had to walk the two miles to the
station or ask old Jessop to give me a lift.
As he’s the worst driver I've ever met, |

chose the lesser of two evils and walked.

(BIFBREF T2 A NVELHh, ¥y T
ENCHIZERE TN EFS L2 ho
720 W5 T TE - P CRE DT
FTAHENZST2DT, ODEL BV EA
T# < Z &1L 7,) (Ronald Ridout &
Clifford Witting (1967))

(2 )When there are more than two candidates
for public office, how are you to choose
the lesser of two evils?

(BB 2 NP EoBEfiE» b & &,
EIROTOEL RV ERIRE LD
7o)

BT H R \WIEDEE RS 5 DO TiE
RIZHLZDTH S,

(3 )A group of friends used to go hunting regu-
larly. They would pile into a car and drive
to a good hunting spot. One day one of
them informed the others that he had to
give up the sport because his vision had
become very bad. I can’t hunt with you
any more,” he said. “I might shoot one of
you by mistake. So, from now on, I'll just
do the driving.”

(MO ZEEIZF D IATL
LT e HIFHICER &R LD
ABNCTFGN AT 72 D572 D
H. O& )Mo 2l n o & Gl
Ko lzOTRY 2RO BITNLR O 7%
W EIF (b)Y BELBEEFNIET
Ehwnk] ERIEFE o7, [HE- THlE
PERBELLWELSRL v, 206, 4
5 ERES 57229 A &)

i ORI ERE 721 T R Vo

(4)The scandalmonger doesn’t choose the
lesser of two evils, but the one most likely
to be talked about.
(EOE2FVAELTIESZOOED X
NELARFEBRAZVIZL 2\ DGR
BICH )2 R ER)
EDENELERIRESTNS, L
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(5)0f two evils, choose neither.
(5720DEDHIBLEL L LERL,)
INT T A MRO YT Charles H. Spurgeon
DEHETH 5 & Ronald Ridout & Clifford
Witting (1967) 12 5

(6)0f two evils, choose the one you enjoy
most.

(ST2ODENRDH 250 o BHELD
%)k EN,)
LNENHEEEE WS Z &,

(7)1t is easy to choose the lesser of two evils
when the greater has fewer attractions.
(DEVEDIT) BB L R L &,
DEL W R REOIIMHIZ,)

(8 )Of two evils, choose the prettier.
(5720DHED ) B FEWTT & #EX)
(9 )The trouble maker chooses not the lesser
of two evils, but the one most likely to

cause trouble.
(THTHERITANESLEOOEOD
EBWHEERITT, kb T Thk
ZLE)BHEER)

(10)When choosing between two evils, I al-
ways like to take the one I've never tried
before. (Mae West)
(S7zoDENPLERL &, RiTWVDY
BI85 THIZZ LDV EE,)
Mae West (1893-1980) 1£7 1) /1 ® 1L
B - AR, 2EEFICIE sex symbol & &
bz,

[10] There are two sides to every question.
(EOMEICH ZoDTH D %)

(1)There are two sides to every question, as
long as it doesn’t concern us personally.
(EOMBEIZL Z oA H 5. EhD
TENRIZBI D Y A3 IR Y o)
9 T2k~ 7z Extended proverb O, 1
AN ZBH ) 257 17 UL, ZBITWS
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o,

(2)There are two sides to every question,
and they are usually married to each other.
(LOMBIZL Zo0THzH A, LT
HWH O L TV 5,)

“married” & 1% [BEIZE DWW TW5S ]
ik,

(3 )There are two sides to every question, es-
pecially the judge’s “Are you guilty or not
guilty?”

(LOMBIZL ZODWHHLH 5. HFFICEK
HED [BIXAREIPARTRVA] 1To)
iy & W IR AN IE RO TH % .

(4 )There are two sides to every argument —
until you take one.
(LOFHEMZIDLZODHSEH D - EH 5
DO % ESF Tldo)
—HEERE—DDH LI R B D,

(5)There are two sides to every question —
the wrong side and our side.
(EORFEIZH ZODHIHDH 5. il
ke ofE,)
a2 OINTFEIZIEL WO TH S,

(6 )Every wife believes there are two sides to
every question—hers and her mother’s.
(TRTOFEFEDOMEIZS O DIH D
HBHEFLTE - BHTOME B OM
&o)

Tz v, vy &,

(7 ) There are two sides to every story, until
the gossips get hold of it.

(LOFEICH ZODHEDH L - B Lo
DVERZ2LDRZOFEZATOLDIZT S E
Tldo)

ZLT, BLeRDYIZL o THAD VW
LN BN OFEREH I - TIT <o

(8)There are two sides to every question,
and the clever politician can be found on
both of them.

(LOMBIZL Zo0THrzH A, LT
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FHOWWBEAR WA\ 5,)
HATEO [P ] L)
FHEBWHEE 5,

(9 )There are two sides to every question,
and much can be said on both sides.
(EOMBEIZL ZO0MNH b, 2L T
EL50MIZHRVIZEWGNH bo)

(10)If there are two sides to every question,
how come there’s only one answer?

(L LEDORMEICH ZODHNH L% 5,
E)LTEIN—D LD RVDD,)
g EEOFTWE D B

Bbyic
ASEDZEDLEDD LY [FEHRIRV] X,
AiCR_7z X912, NS ETF 720
2D L7z mh o (BRG]
WrTHY EIF528 ) Tna,

ZEXH

KGR - milE = (] (199%) [#FHEILHhE

B (=)
Rk (1978) [T &b & - k& HAGE] (4

A <V HRREY)

BT (2000) [H3EZ &b Soiseib] ks
fEENE)

IS (1986) [#FHEohoH#] (1) (F) (K
1548)

SABEMRISHT (2006) [HIAME ko &b S

Hk

(=#%)
M (2004 [ANEEEZLI95E- 45 -

COVEFEL6] (FLYT Y M)

FRMHE= - r A - Ty ¥— v (1987) [FEiH
Z &b SHIBIRL] CREE)

HrheA7 (Bifg) (2002) &L 72V 3Eiisa =300
] (e

FH & (2003) [BIALGES &b SFIL) () —x
VIR

WEFEY (1985) [Z &b Soefb N (Wigk
L)
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