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A Comparative Study of the Sounds of Chinese Letters in
Korean and Japanese: Initial Consonants and Final Consonants

KIM Minsoo *

Abstract

This paper focuses on the similarity between the sounds of Chinese letters in Korean and Japa-
nese and examines the sounds of Chinese letters in Korean that correspond to the sounds of Chinese
letters from [ & 47] to [ 5 4T] in Japanese. The correspondence between Chinese letters in Japa-
nese and Korean is considered by focusing in particular on consonants, and it is demonstrated that
there is a regularization in correspondence between Chinese letters in Korean and Japanese. Causes
of mutual differences are explored from the viewpoint of the point of articulation and manner of articu-

lation of Korean consonants
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