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Tachihara Suikenn

Toshizumi YOSHIDA *

Abstract

Tachihara Suikenn (1744-1823) restored the
School of Mito han. He had hoped to accomplish “the
History of Great Japan” ([KHZH]), which Toku-
gawa Mitukuni had also hoped to do. That is why he
studied Sorai school to master the methodology. He
became a great scholar, and his thought developed
into Mito school. In 1789, his lord Tokugawa Haru-
mori ordered him to have accomplished “The History
of Great Japan”, in ten years, that is to say,by the time
when Harumori intended to perform religious serv-
ices for the departed soul of Mitukuni who had died
one handred years before. He proposed that Harumori
allow him to accompiish only the biographical stories
(#12%), not including the branchs of learning (i), of
the history, and he obtained Harumoris' consent. But
he could not accomplish the work. So he lost his posi-
tion, the president of Shoukoukan. Way he could not
accomplish the work? Because he was not so strong
in thinking theoretically.
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