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Summary

Kinmochi Saionji (1849-1940), one of the best-known statesmen of modern Japan, made his
first trip abroad as a young man of twenty-two. Such essential information, however, concerning
his trip to France through the United States of America and the United Kingdom — as the date of
his departure from Yokohama, the name of the boat he took, etc. — has not been sufficiently estab-
lished.

This article is an attempt to consolidate such and other related information by referring to The
New York Times, The Japan Weekly Mail and other sources. Thus, the author could determine that
his boat, The Great Republic, left Yokohama on January 23, 1871; it was also found out that aboard
the same boat were H.I.H. Prince Hushiminomiya and H.E. Arinori Mori, the first diplomatic envoy
to the United States.
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The party was received by Mr. Charles W. Brooks, Japan’'s Honorary Consul in San Francisco.
Mr. Brooks accompanied the party to Washington, D.C., where Mr. Mori presented his credentials
to Mr. Hamilton Fish, Secretary of State, in the capacity of Chargé d’Affaires of Japan, on March 2.
President Grant held a reception for the party that evening.

In London, Mr. Saionji met Mr. Teijiro Kurimoto, who was teaching Japanese at 'Ecole des

Langues Orientales in Paris, and Kurimoto accompanied him as far as Paris.

The young Saionji stayed in Paris from 1871 to 1880, acquiring a mastery of French. It should
be noted that he assisted Miss Judith Gautier (1845-1917), daughter of the French poet Théophile
Gautier (1811-72), in translating eighty-eight Japanese poems into French. Her book, entitled
Poémes de la Libellure, appeared in Paris in 1885, i.e., after Mr. Saiomji's departure from Paris.

Mr. Saionji came back to Japan, arriving at Yokohama aboard le Tanais, on October 21, 1880,

the date the author found in The Japan Weekly Mail.
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