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National Defense Without Weapons:
Against the Kapp-Putsch 1920

Zenkichi MITSUISHI *

Abstract

In March 1920, German citizens-officials-workers had won through the Kapp-Putsch with the
general strike. This case shows the effectiveness of the nonviolent struggle led by legitimate gov-
ernment against coups d'état in a country. In general with careful research and study of the non-
violent struggles, widespread knowledge of the nonviolent methods, and advance training of the

citizens, nonviolent actions would have far more powerful effects against coups d'état.
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