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Abstract

It is not known exactly when the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, set up in August 1869,
started the publication of the Diplomatic List. It so happens that in October 1985 the grandson of
H.E. Mr. Robert Irwin, the Consul General (later Resident Minister) representing the Hawaiian
Kingdom in Japan, donated to the Ministry’s Diplomatic Record Office the January 1887 edition of
the Diplomatic List and the January and October 1887 editions of the Consular List of Japan.

The oldest extant Diplomatic List and the Consular List preserved at the Diplomatic Record
Office are the June 1911 and the May 1918 editions respectively.

This article is an attempt to cover the period between January 1887 and June 1911 and
reconstitute, to the extent possible, the missing Diplomatic List during this period.

During this period, about a quarter of a century long, Japan overcame counless difficulties
facing her and eventualy attained a parity with European powers and the United States. As a
consequence, the diplomatic corps in Japan underwent many changes: the number of foreign
missions in Tokyo increased and some heads of mission attained the rank of Ambassador.
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